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As Cannabis Rescheduling Moves Forward, 
Tribes Urged to Look Beyond the Headlines

Inaugural Ho-Chunk National Treasure 
Awards Honor Cultural Leaders

Kaili Berg
As the federal government 

moves to reschedule marijuana 
from Schedule I to Schedule III, 
the Indigenous Cannabis Industry 
Association (ICIA) is urging Tribal 
Nations and the broader cannabis 
industry to take a closer look at 
what the change does, and does 
not, mean for Indian Country.

Rescheduling cannabis to 
Schedule III marks a notable shift 
in federal policy. It acknowledges 
cannabis as having accepted 
medical use, opens the door for 
expanded research, and could ease 
certain tax and regulatory burdens 
for businesses. 

However, it does not end federal 
prohibition for adult-use cannabis, 

nor does it automatically provide 
legal protection for state or Tribal 
cannabis programs.

For Tribal Nations, the 
implications are particularly 
complex. While some Tribes 
operate cannabis or hemp programs 
under Tribal law, federal ambiguity 
continues to create legal and 
economic uncertainty.

In November, ICIA hosted its 
fourth annual Indigenous Cannabis 
Industry and Policy Summit 
in Washington, D.C., bringing 
together Indigenous cannabis 
entrepreneurs, Tribal leadership, 
and policy advocates just steps 
from the U.S. Capitol. Discussions 
focused on how shifting federal 
policy could affect Tribal 
sovereignty, intertribal commerce, 
and long-term economic 
development.

Building on that momentum, 
ICIA has partnered with the 
National Congress of American 
Indians (NCAI) to strengthen 
policy frameworks around hemp 
and cannabis in Indian Country. 
During NCAI’s Fall Convention 
in Seattle last November, Tribal 
leaders passed two resolutions 
addressing these issues.

Resolution SEA-25-114 calls 
on Congress and the federal 
administration to support Tribal 
cannabis sovereignty and formally 
recognize intertribal trade among 
Tribal Nations. Resolution SEA-25-
130 focuses on the safe regulation of 
hemp-derived cannabinoids in Indian 
Country while protecting USDA-
approved Tribal hemp programs.

ICIA President Rob Pero, a member 
of the Bad River Ojibwe and founder 

of Canndigenous, said rescheduling 
should be viewed as a step forward, 
but not a solution.

“There is a lot for Tribes to digest in 
this announcement,” Pero said. “Tribal 
Nations will continue to determine 
what is in the best interest of their own 
communities, as they always have.”

According to Pero, rescheduling 
acknowledges cannabis medical value 
and supports expanded research, 

Kaili Berg
The Ho-Chunk Nation Museum 

and Cultural Center, in partnership 
with the Ho-Chunk Nation, hosted 
the first-ever Ho-Chunk National 
Treasure Awards and Gala on 
December 13, at the District 1 
Community Center in Black River 
Falls. 

The event recognized community 
members whose work has helped 
sustain Ho-Chunk culture and 
traditions.

The event honored Jerod Stacy and 
Rita Kingswan, along with National 
Treasure Award recipients Richard 
Mann, Robert Mann, Wilbert 
Cleveland, Aurelia “Lera” Hopinkah, 
and Kimberly Crowley.

Each honoree was recognized 
for decades of work as teachers, 
artists, cultural practitioners, and 
leaders. Their efforts have played a 
key role in passing down Ho-Chunk 
knowledge, language, and practices 
to future generations.

Photos were taken by Kaili Berg at the WI ICIA Summits.

Continued on Page 9
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Beyond the Title: Ryan John Crain

After 135 years, Wounded Knee 
Massacre site securely in Native hands
Monday ceremony doubled as anniversary ceremony and as a 
celebration of new preservation law for site of 1890 atrocity

By Henry Sanders
Reprint from Madison365

Beyond the Title is a series of Q&As 
with alumni of Madison365’s Most 
Influential lists. 

Ryan Crain (Wisconsin’s Most 
Influential Native American Leaders, 
2025) is executive director of 
education for the Ho Chunk Nation, 
where he oversees a variety of early 
childhood, cultural and language 
education, and academic support 
programs. He too that role on in 
2023 after several years as a project 
director and interim treasurer for the 
nation. He earned a degree in business 
administration at UW-La Crosse and a 
master’s degree in servant leadership 
at Viterbo.

What does presence before 
performance mean to you – and 
how do you stay grounded when the 
pressure to perform is high? 

Presence is about consistently 
bringing positive energy that inspires 
confidence from the very start, even 
before any work begins. In those high-
pressure moments, I find my anchor 
by reflecting on my “why.” It’s a 
powerful reminder of my purpose and 
passion, helping me stay focused and 
composed when the stakes are high.

What’s the best advice you’ve 
received from a mentor? 

Only one person can be the greatest 
at something, so don’t aim to be the 
best in the world; instead, strive to be 
the best version of yourself.

Tell us about a time you had to 
lead before there was consensus – 
when you were the only one who 
saw it, believed it or were willing to 
act. What gave you the courage to 
move anyway?

I believed we needed to enhance 
literacy outcomes and provide our 
students with the chance to become 
passionate readers through stories that 
reflect their experiences. I brought on 
a talented individual who was more 
than capable of conquering this task, 
and with the proper support, they will 
undoubtedly succeed. Simply, it was 
the right thing to do.

What’s one question every new 
leader should ask during their first 
100 days and why? 

Can I perform this work without 
compromising my integrity? To 
determine whether you’re the right 
fit for this job, it’s essential to remain 
authentic and avoid getting involved 
in situations that exceed your 
capabilities.

Who’s in your “corner” – that 
voice of wisdom you trust when 
things get tough? How do you build 
and protect that circle? 

My wife, Cassidee, is my biggest 
supporter. She believed in me from 
day one and has always given me that 
extra motivation to get the job done. 
My best friend, Mark, is also someone 
who, no matter how impossible a 
situation seems, always knows the 
right words to say to make me believe 

that everything will work out.
Leadership can be exhausting. 

What practices or boundaries help 
you avoid burnout and stay aligned 
with your purpose?

Leadership has a considerable 
impact on the body, mind, and spirit. 
This is why I make it a priority to 
position myself for success every day. 
I start with early morning workouts 
and take time for reflection before 
my family wakes up. I enjoy a 
good espresso and have meaningful 
conversations before entering any 
decision-making situations.

Clout fades. Calling lasts. How do 
you stay anchored in impact over 
recognition? 

Too many people are counting on 
me, so I don’t have the luxury of 
worrying about being recognized for 
doing what is needed. 

What’s a leadership value you 
refuse to compromise even when its 
inconvenient?

Extending grace to others may 
sometimes feel inconvenient, yet 
it’s essential to remember that every 
human being deserves to maintain 
their dignity. Compassion can go a 
long way in uplifting those around 
us. A leader’s words tend to carry 
additional weight, so I want to choose 
mine wisely. 

What book, quote, lyric or even 
scripture captures how you lead or 
how you live? 

Aye aye aye! I’m on vacation 

every single day because I love my 
occupation 

When life gets heavy or leadership 
feels overwhelming, what’s 
something you turn to: music, travel 
or cultural connection that helps 
you feel like yourself again?

Activities with my boys, such as 
visiting the children’s museums or 
parks.

Who is your favorite sports team? 
Go Pack Go!
What is your favorite holiday and 

why? 
Indigenous Peoples Day. We 

get to celebrate our culture with 
the communities that care for and 
appreciate us.

 

 Photo supplied

by Stewart Huntington
December 29, 2025
Reprint from ICT
WOUNDED KNEE, S.D. 
– The fate of the site of one 
of the U.S. Army’s worst 
acts of violence against 
Indigenous Nations rests now 
permanently where it belongs: 
in the hands of the atrocity’s 
descendants.

Tribal and U.S. federal 
officials on Monday traveled 
to Wounded Knee on South 
Dakota’s Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation to mark the 
135th Anniversary of the 
killing of hundreds of Lakota 
and Dakota people – and to 
celebrate the Wounded Knee 
Memorial and Sacred Sites 

Act that passed Congress this 
month and was signed into 
law.

“We are thankful for 
coming here today because 
this is healing for us as we 
dedicate this sacred site,” 
Cheyenne River Chairman 
Ryman Lebeau told the 
crowd of more than 200 
people gathered at the site 
for the morning ceremony 
that included honoring 
songs. “It’s Important today 
to remember to have that 
healing of ourselves, that 
historical trauma that we all 
carry. Because we don’t want 
to pass that down to the next 
generation.”

The new federal law places 

40 acres of land where most 
of the massacre’s carnage took 
place into what is known as 
restricted Indian fee title in 
the names of the Oglala Sioux 
Tribe and Cheyenne River 
Sioux Tribe.

Much of the land in Indian 
Country is placed in trust with 
the federal government. In this 
case, the tribes did not want 
the government’s name on the 
title.

LeBeau was joined by 
Oglala Sioux President Frank 
Star Comes Out and the entire 
South Dakota Congressional 
delegation – and a host of 
other dignitaries and massacre 
descendents – for ceremonies 
to mark the historic event. 
Tribal leaders thanked the 
lawmakers for their help 
getting the bill through 
Congress and honored them 
with gifts of star quilts.

U.S. Rep. Dusty Johnson, 
Republican-S.D., sponsored 
the original House bill. 
It passed the House last 
Congress but never received 
a Senate vote. This year, it 
was appended to the defense 
spending bill that passed this 
month.

“For 135 years, we have 
gathered on December 29th to 
mourn a tragedy, a massacre,” 
said Johnson. “And today 
we gather in sorrow, but also 
for the first time we have the 
opportunity to acknowledge 
that something special has 
happened.”

The tribes now own 
the massacre site that for 
generations was in the hands 
of the Czywczynki family, 
which had previously operated 
a trading post and museum 
on the property. The tribes 
purchased the land in 2022 
and now have had it placed 
permanently in their hands 
through the federal legislation.

Tribal leaders say that any 
decision about what to do 
with the land will be done in 
consultation with Wounded 
Knee descendants.

“The Wounded Knee 
land will be used for sacred 
purposes and remembrance, 
including ceremonies and 
prayer, and the descendants of 

 

 

 

 

Citizens gather at the Wounded Knee mass gravesite 
to mark the 135th anniversary of the massacre of 
Lakota and Dakota people there on Dec. 29, 1890. The 
crowd was also there to mark the passing this month 
of the Wounded Knee Memorial and Sacred Sites Act, 
which placed into tribal hands 40 acres around the 
grave. (Stewart Huntington / ICT)

Oglala Sioux Tribe President Frank Star Comes Out 
speaks to Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Chairman 
Ryman LeBeau and Republican South Dakota 
lawmakers U.S. Sen. Mike Rounds, U.S. Rep. Dusty 
Johnson, and U.S. Sen. John Thune at a ceremony 
marking the passing of the Wounded Knee Memorial 
and Sacred Sites Act on Monday, Dec. 29, 2025. 
“For 135 years we have gathered on December 29th 
to mourn a tragedy, a massacre,” said Johnson. 
“And today we gather in sorrow but also for the 
first time we have the opportunity to acknowledge 
that something special has happened.” (Stewart 
Huntington / ICT)

Continued on Page 3
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Attention: The Next Deadline of the 
Hoca\k Worak will be January 16th which will be

 published on January 23rd. Please contact 
Hoca\k Worak at ext. 11004 if you have a change of 

address or would like to be placed 
on the mailing list.

The Hocak Worak is a periodical published twice monthly by the Ho-Chunk Nation. Editorials and articles appearing
in the Hocak Worak are the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion or attitude of the
Hocak Worak staff or the Ho-Chunk Nation. 

The Hocak Worak encourages the submission of letters to the Editor. All letters must include the signature, address
and telephone number of the author. Letters are subject to editing for grammar, length, malicious and libelous content.

The Hocak Worak reserves the right to reject any advertising, material, or letters submitted for publication. The
submission of articles, poetry, artwork and photos is encouraged. The Editor makes the sole decision of what is
published in the Hocak Worak. The Hocak Worak will not assume any responsibility for unsolicited material. 

Submissions deadlines for the Hocak Worak are by 4:30 PM. We cannot guarantee the publication of submissions
meeting these deadlines if the space is not available.  No part of this publication may be produced without express
written consent from the Editor.

EDITOR .............................. Ardith Van Riper
Administrative Assistant .... Anna Reichenbach
Reporter..............................................Kaili Berg

HOCAK WORAK NEWSLETTER
P.O. Box 667, Black River Falls, WI 54615 

• PHONE: (800) 472-3089  
• FAX: (715) 284-7852 

EMAIL: newsletter@ho-chunk.com 
• ONLINE: www.ho-chunknation.com 

www.hocakworak.com
The Hocak Worak 
is a member of: 
Indigenous Journalists
Association

 

Rental Management Office 
27374 HWY 21 East Bldg. #5 

P.O. Box 170, Tomah, WI 54660 
Phone : (608) 374-1225 Fax: (608) 374-1233 

 

Attention Rental Management Applicants Reminder 

 

All applicants with the Ho-Chunk Nation Department of Housing – Rental 
Management Program are required to: 

Resubmit a New Application Every Year 

Applications do not automatically renew. To stay active on the housing waiting 
list, you must submit a new application annually. 

Why this is important 

• Keeps your information current 
• Ensures we can contact you when a unit becomes available 
• Prevents removal from the waiting list 

If you have any questions, contact the Department of Housing Rental 
Management Office (608) 374-1225 or Housing@ho-chunk.com 

 

victims and survivors of the 
Wounded Knee Massacre will 
be consulted about the proper 
care and maintenance of the 
land as a memorial and sacred 
site and about the ceremonies 
and activities to be conducted 
on the land,” President Star 
Comes Out said in testimony 
before Congress as part of the 
effort to get the law passed.

The deceased and the 
survivors were not far 
from the hearts of those in 
attendance Monday.  “We read 
off 338 names of our ancestors 
who were massacred,” 
said Oglala Lakota citizen 
Valentina Merdanian. “We 
remember and we continue to 
move forward in a good way, 
remembering what they had 
sacrificed so that we could be 
here today.”

Now that the campaign 
to place the massacre site 
in tribal hands has ended 
successfully, leaders are 
looking ahead to work on 

another front.
“We have a long way to go,” 

said Star Comes Out. “There’s 
a lot of concern about the 
medals.”

On Dec. 29, 1890, the U.S. 
Army 7th Cavalry surrounded 
a group of Lakota as they 
camped near Wounded Knee 
Creek on the modern-day 
Pine Ridge Reservation. The 
calvary had been arresting 
several tribal members who 
were participating in the 
Ghost Dance movement and 
told the camp to lay down 
their weapons and that they 
would be moved to a new 
camp. According to National 
Geographic, the campers 
began a Ghost Dance, which 
the soldiers took as a signal 
and began to fire upon the 
mostly unarmed Lakotas, 
killing primarily women, 
children and babies.

Twenty Army soldiers 
received the Medal of Honor 
for their actions at Wounded 

 

 

More than 200 people gathered Monday, Dec. 29, 
2025, in Wounded Knee, S.D., to celebrate the 
passing into tribal hands of the lands around an 1890 
massacre site. Tribal leaders thanked South Dakota’s 
Congressional delegation for their help getting the 
federal law passed that secured the land for the 
tribes. (Stewart Huntington / ICT)

Continued on Page 5
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A glimpse into what 2026 
could bring to Indian Country
From a potential government shutdown to the end of America’s 
‘largest powwow,’ here’s what Indian Country can expect in 2026
Amelia Schafer
Reprint from ICT

As 2025 came to a close, 
economic uncertainty and 
the potential for another 
government shutdown carried 
into the new year. On a 
brighter note, the new year 
will bring historic Indigenous 
representation to the FIFA 
2026 World Cup and a 
potential for Indigenous 
athletes to shine at the 
2026 Winter Olympics and 
the 150th anniversary of a 
historic Indigenous victory at 
the Battle of Little Big Horn.

Economic uncertainty, 
unemployment rates double 

for Natives in rural areas
Above all else, the 

United States is headed 
toward continued economic 
uncertainty in 2026. 
Over half of all states 
have declared a recession 
following stagnant economic 
growth in 2025.

There’s a lot of conflicting 
information at the moment, 
said Matthew Gregg, a senior 
economist at the Center for 
Indian Country Development. 

Despite strong nationwide 
figures, with 3.8 percent 
GDP growth but a 4.3 
percent unemployment rate, 
a majority of states are either 
in a recession or at high risk 
of being in one. For tribal 
communities and Indigenous 
workers, any hit to the 
economy is going to be felt 
harder and more deeply.

“Historically, when the 
economy or when the 
unemployment rate is 
creeping up and it increases, 
it increases by more for 
communities and people 
that have historically high 
unemployment rates,” Gregg 
said. “When the economy 
worsens and unemployment 
grows, those groups are 
disproportionately worse 
off.”

For Indian Country, things 
are a bit more bleak, as 
indicated by data from the 
Center for Indian Country 
Development. Part of the 

Federal Reserve System, 
the center studies how tribal 
economies and Indigenous 
employees are fairing and 
provides data on Indian 
Country’s economy.

Unemployment among 
American Indian and Alaska 
Native people in urban 
areas sits at 5.7 percent 
and unemployment among 
American Indian and Alaska 
Native people in rural areas 
sits at a stark 8.8 percent, 
double that of the nationwide 
average. 

Currently, the 
unemployment rate among 
American Indian and 
Alaska Native individuals 
in non-urban areas has 
declined throughout the 
year, peaking at 12.3 percent 
unemployment in June 2025 
and dipping back down to 8.8 
percent in December. 

“Most experts call the 
present-day economy a low-
hire, low-fire economy,” 
Gregg said. “What that 
means is that the hiring rate 
has been really low for a 
while, but the layoff rate has 
been really low for a while. 
It’s basically really hard to 
enter the labor market now 
and look for a job.”

Labor force participation 
among American Indian and 
Alaska Native individuals 
in urban areas has steadily 
grown throughout 2025, as 
shown by Center for Indian 
Country Development 
data, with 63.9 percent 
currently employed or 
seeking employment. For 
those in non-urban and 
rural areas, participation 
has declined since June, 
with only 54.5 percent of 
American Indian and Alaska 
Native individuals seeking 
employment or currently 
employed.

Compared to non-
Native individuals, labor 
force participation among 
American Indian and Alaska 
Native individuals in urban 
areas is higher than that of 
non-Native individuals but 
lower among those in rural 
areas.

This phenomenon is not 
uncommon among those 
in rural areas, said Gregg. 
Living in a rural area is 
typically associated with 
increased difficulty finding 
employment, something 
further exasperated by how 
extremely rural reservation 
and tribal communities can 
be. 

“We’re in a situation 
where we don’t have a ton 
of job growth,” Gregg said. 
“So there’s not a lot of job 
creation. The demand for 
workers is relatively low 
right now, but so is the 
supply of workers. We’ve 
seen a low labor supply 
growth rate.”

If the economy continues 
to stay stagnant or even dip 

into a full-blown recession, 
there will likely be a decrease 
in consumer spending. For 
Indigenous small business 
owners, this could mean 
a further decline in sales, 
which many reported over 
the holiday shopping season.

For tribal economies 
that thrive on gaming and 
tourism, those areas could 
also see a decline in revenue.

“The Federal Reserve right 
now is looking at interest 
rates to try to encourage 
spending in this kind of weird 
economy,” Gregg said. “This 
is a little different, but during 
the COVID recession we 
know a lot more about what 
happened in those service 
industries that rely on casino 
gaming,  they took a big hit. 
It is something to look out 
for.”

A potential government 
shutdown

The clock is ticking for 
lawmakers who vowed to 
vote on extending Affordable 
Care Act subsidies following 
the longest government 
shutdown in American 
history. Lawmakers have 
until Jan. 30 to pass 
legislation. If they fail to do 
so, the government will once 
again shut down. 

As of Dec. 30, lawmakers 
have passed only three of the 
12 appropriated bills needed 
to fund the government in 
2026. If the remaining nine 
bills aren’t funded, another 
shutdown is on the table.

The end of Gathering of 
Nations

April 24 will mark the 
beginning of Gathering of 
Nations’ “Last Dance,” the 
final time “North America’s 

largest powwow” will take 
over Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. 

Powwow organizers, the 
Matthews family, have not 
said why the powwow is 
ending. 

The past several years 
have been marked with 
controversy for Gathering of 
Nations. 

In 2024, lead organizer 
Derek Matthews went viral 
after he gave a 12-minute 
speech at the powwow in 
which he held a mirror 
up to the audience and 
responded to criticism 
leveled against him regarding 
costs of attendance, dancer 
registration fees, and the fact 
that Matthews is non-Native, 
saying Native people should 
look at themselves and solve 
their own problems.

Expo New Mexico, where 
the powwow is held, is 
also undergoing a costly 
redevelopment plan that 
could increase usage fees and 
drive out events. 

Organizers did not respond 
to ICT’s requests for 
comment. 

150th anniversary of 
‘Greasy Grass’

June 25 will mark 150 
years since as many as 
1,800 Lakota, Cheyenne and 
Arapaho warriors, led by 
Lakota chiefs Crazy Horse 
and Sitting Bull, defeated 
Gen. George Armstrong 
Custer and his Seventh 
Cavalry in Montana on the 
Crow Reservation in 1876.

The Battle of the Little 
Bighorn, also known as the 
Battle of the Greasy Grass, 
marked a significant victory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hundreds of dancers and drummers look toward the 
announcer’s booth, while an honor song is sung for 
veterans after the 2018 Gathering of Nations’ Grand 
Entry.

Red Horse pictographic account of the Battle of the 
Little Bighorn, 1881.

Miss Indian World 2022-
23 Tashina Red Hawk, 
Sicangu Lakota. (Photo 
courtesy of Gathering of 
Nations website)

Jessican Matten as Bernadette Manuelito and Zahn 
McClarnon as detective Joe Leaphorn will reprise 
their roles in Season Four of AMC’s “Dark Winds.”

Volunteers with the Rapid City-based nonprofit COUP 
Council serve meals at the Pejuta Waste Day Center. 
Credit: Courtesy of COUP Council Continued on Page 6
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Knee. Tribal leaders have 
worked for generations to 
have those medals rescinded. 
Those efforts were rebuffed 
in September when U.S. 
Secretary of Defense Pete 
Hegseth announced in a 
social media post that the 
soldiers will keep their 
awards. Hegseth referred to 
the action at Wounded Knee 

as a “battle.” Federal officials 
did not repeat that language in 
South Dakota on Monday.

“The recognition in the law, 
designating it as (a massacre) 
I think is important,”  said 
Sen. John Thune, Republican-
S.D. “What happened here 
135 years ago will always be 
a blight on our state and on 
our nation’s history. But it’s 
important for those coming 

generations that this site 
be preserved to honor the 
victims, to honor the lost and 
remind future generations of 
what happened here.”

Said Rep. Johnson: “There 
is a lot of darkness that comes 
from the massacre but I want 
to thank all the leaders who 
worked so hard to bring some 
light into that darkness.”

And Star Comes out vowed 

the issue of the medals won’t 
drift away. “We need to 
address it,” he said. “That’s 
going to come next.”

Chairman Ryman LeBeau 
and Republican South Dakota 
lawmakers U.S. Sen. Mike 
Rounds, U.S. Rep. Dusty 
Johnson, and U.S. Sen. John 
Thune at a ceremony marking 
the passing of the Wounded 
Knee Memorial and Sacred 

Sites Act on Monday, Dec. 29, 
2025. “For 135 years we have 
gathered on December 29th to 
mourn a tragedy, a massacre,” 
said Johnson. “And today 
we gather in sorrow but also 
for the first time we have the 
opportunity to acknowledge 
that something special 
has happened.” (Stewart 
Huntington / ICT)

Continued from Page 3



PAGE 6 	 NEWS / ANNOUNCEMENTS / MEMORIALS	 Hu\c wiconi\ na\ wira 9, 2026

Josiah “Hoocak Hoit’e”
Thunder, Sr.

September 17, 1948 – January 2, 2026

Josiah Thunder, Sr. 
(1948-2026) passed away 
peacefully on January 2, 
2026 at his residence in 
Tomah, Wisconsin.  Josiah 
was born on September 17, 
1948, to Mary (GreenCrow) 
and Frank Thunder.  On 
July 9, 1978, he married 
Rosalie Gokee, who 
survives him.

He is fondly remembered 
as an avid outdoorsman, 
spending most of his time 
hunting or fishing.  He also 
enjoyed gaming, watching 
football, and spending time 
with his grandchildren.

Joe spent most of his 
career working for the 
Department of Natural 
Resources as a Forestry and 
Fire Control Technician 
and Heavy Equipment 
Operator.  He loved being 
outdoors cruising timber 
or responding to calls for 
wildland fire control or 
supervision.  You could 
often find Joe in a local 
parade as “Smokey the 
Bear.”  A highlight of his 
career was being on a 
wildland fire crew.

Survivors include his 
children Leah, Josiah Jr., 
and Arlene; grandchildren, 
Justin Thompson, Jr., 
Alexandria Thompson, 
Brett Blackdeer, Layla 
Blackdeer, Mya Darge, 
Austin Breeden, Josiah 

Thunder, III, Jocelyn 
Thunder, Naomi Thunder, 
William Thunder, Jr., Eric 
Thunder, and Jasmine 
Thunder; sisters Myrtle 
Long and Faye Begay; 
sister-in-law Beverly 
Thunder; along with nieces, 
nephews, and extended 
family.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Frank and 
Mary; brothers Merton 
Thunderbull, Gordon 
Thunder and Levi Thunder; 
sisters Faith Matter, Hope 
Smith and Charity Thunder; 
and beloved son William 
Thunder, Sr.

Funeral services will be 
held Tuesday, January 6, 
2026, at 2:00 p.m. at the 
Anderson Funeral Home 
in Augusta with Stuart 
LoneTree officiating.  
Burial will be at a later date 
in the Fairchild Cemetery.  
Friends may call on 
Tuesday starting at noon at 
the funeral home.

Book Report 
January 2026

2025 Elk Hunting 
Season Wraps Up

As a sci-fi reader I was 
a bit disappointed with 
this book, “Walking the 
Clouds,” edited by Grace 
Dillion, an anthology of 
indigenous science fiction.  
I had expected a series of 
short stories but instead 
found a series of excerpts 
from books and poems.  That 
said, this book is a great 
starting point from which to 
explode the work of these 
authors included in this 

book and those mentioned 
in the lead up to each 
excerpt.  The book divides 
up sci-fi into categories 
of The Native Slipstream, 
Contact, Indigenous Science 
and Sustainability, Native 
Apocalypse, and Returning 
to Ourselves.  Sherman 
Alexie has a couple entries 
within the book which I 
looked forward to reading.  
Remember to visit the library 
at D1.

MADISON, Wis. – The Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) celebrates the 
completion of the 2025 elk hunting season. The 
state’s eighth managed elk hunt opened on Oct. 
18 and concluded Dec. 19.

“This elk season marks another rewarding 
hunt for 13 lucky state hunters,” said 
Christina Kizewski, DNR Central Elk Zone 
biologist. “The opportunity to establish a close 
relationship with the elk hunters and witness the 
excitement each one had was very special.”

The 13 Wisconsin state-licensed hunters 
who participated in this year’s hunt were 
randomly selected from a pool of more 
than 26,000 applicants. The DNR received 
17,737 applications to hunt in the Clam Lake 
(Northern) Elk Range and 8,452 applications 
for the Black River (Central) Elk Range. An 
eight-bull quota was established for the Clam 
Lake Elk Range. Four licenses were awarded to 
state hunters, and, per treaty rights, the Ojibwe 
Tribes declared a harvest of four bull elk. In the 
Black River Elk Range, five antlerless and four 
bull licenses were issued to state hunters, up 
from a four-bull quota in 2024.

The random draw process ensures that each 
applicant has an equal chance of selection 
within the respective management zones. 
Applicants were required to identify their 
management zone of choice during the elk 
hunting application process.

State-licensed hunters found success in both 
elk ranges, in which a total of seven bulls and 
five antlerless elk were harvested statewide. In 
the Black River Elk Range, nearly all license 
holders found success, filling five of five 
antlerless tags and three of four bull tags.

“All five antlerless elk were harvested in 
areas where the reduction of a few elk was 
intended, making it a successful harvest for the 
hunters as well as meeting harvest objectives,” 

said Kizewski.
Some hunters found success during the first 

opportunity to hunt elk, from mid-October to 
mid-November, while others filled their tags 
in the December timeframe. In the Clam Lake 
Elk Range, all four state-licensed hunters 
harvested bull elk in the first two weeks of the 
season. Tribal hunters have until Sunday, Jan. 
4, 2026, to complete their pursuit of elk within 
Wisconsin’s Ceded Territory.

Hunters Can Apply For The 2026 Elk 
Hunting Season Starting In March 2026

The DNR’s Elk Management Program is 
driven by the revenue received from hunter 
application fees, which contribute directly to 
the future of the state’s elk population. For each 
$10 application fee, $7 goes directly toward elk 
management, habitat restoration and research.

The 2026 elk hunt application period for 
Wisconsin residents is expected to open with 
the new license year on March 1 and run 
through May 31, 2026. The 2026 elk hunting 
season will open on Saturday, Oct. 17.

For more information on elk in Wisconsin, 
visit the DNR’s Elk webpage.

 

 

The state’s eighth managed elk hunt 
opened on Oct. 18 and concluded 
Dec. 19, 2025. Photo credit: Thomas 
Yarrington

for Native American people 
against the US military and 
is celebrated in many Lakota 
communities every year. 

The nine Oceti Sakowin 
tribes of South Dakota, 
Northern Cheyenne Nation 
and Northern Arapahoe 
Nation are currently planning 
a celebratory event to be held 
June 25, 2026. Event details 
will be made available as 
soon as they are made public.

America’s 250th 
The United States will 

celebrate its 250th birthday 
on July 4, 2026. Several 
events are planned across 
the country to celebrate. The 
Great American State Fair 
will travel across the country 
and visit various state 
fairs, before landing on the 
National Mall in July 2026 
to honor the “most patriotic” 

state fair.
Milano Olympic Winter 

Games 
The 2026 Winter Olympics 

will kick off in Milan, Italy, 
on Feb. 6 and end on Feb. 
22. The United States’s 
roster is not yet finalized, 
so it’s unclear what, if any, 
Indigenous athletes will be 
competing. 

Ice hockey, a sport popular 
among Indigenous athletes, 
will be a featured sport at the 
2026 Olympics. 

For Canada’s team, 
snowboarder Liam Gill, 
Łı́ı́dlı̨ı̨ Kų́ę́ (Dene) 
First Nation, could return to 
the roster. Gill participated 
in the 2022 Beijing Winter 
Olympics. Notably, Gill 
modeled Team Canada’s 
2026 Olympic gear for the 
team in November, hinting 
that the Dene snowboarder 

could be on the roster.
Alex Loutitt, Metis, will 

not be joining Canada’s ski 
team following a knee injury 
in September. Loutitt was 
part of Canada’s 2022 Winter 
Olympics team and was the 
first Canadian to win a medal 
in ski jumping.

World Cup and historic 
Indigenous partnerships

The FIFA World Cup will 
begin June 11 in Estadio 
Azteca in Mexico City, 
Mexico. Games will be 
held at various locations 
worldwide until the 
tournament ends on July 19, 
2026. 

A historic first, the World 
Cup will partner with the 
Puyallup Tribe for the 
game in Seattle, marking 
the first time an Indigenous 
nation is highlighted in the 
tournament. 

FIFA has pledged that 
the 2026 tournament 
will highlight and honor 
Indigenous peoples following 
criticism regarding a lack 
of Indigenous athletes in 
previous tournaments. 

In Canada, FIFA will 
partner with three additional 
Indigenous host nations – the 
Musqueam Indian Band, the 
Squamish Nation and Tsleil-
Waututh Nation for its games 
in British Columbia.

In Mexico, FIFA said, 
it will work to honor 
the nation’s 68 federally 
recognized Indigenous 
groups as part of its work 
with the host city of 
Guadalajara.

Officials are also working 
on plans to translate 
information on rights, 
safety, protocols and public 
awareness campaigns into 

various different Indigenous 
languages. 

It is unclear what 
Indigenous athletes will 
be participating in the 
tournament, as team rosters 
are not yet available.

Movies and TV
Season 4 of AMC’s 

southwestern noir mystery 
series “Dark Winds,” starring 
Zahn McClarnon, Hunkpapa 
Lakota, Jessica Matten, 
Red River Metis-Cree, and 
Kiowa Gordon, Hualapi, will 
premier on Feb. 15. 

Inuit comedy show “North 
of North” was a hit among 
Native viewers in 2025, and 
2026 will bring the show’s 
second season. The release 
date is yet to be announced, 
but is expected to be 
sometime in 2026. Filming 
for Season 2 is ongoing.

Continued from Page 4
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January is Radon Awareness Month 
 

Have you had your home tested for radon before? Homes with high levels of radon have been 
found in every state. In fact, radon levels can vary greatly from home to home; even levels next door can 
be very different.  

Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas released in rock, soil and water that can build up 
to dangerous levels inside any home; this means new and old homes, well-sealed and drafty homes, and 
homes with or without a basement. Radon gas is odorless and invisible and the only way to know if your 
home has a radon problem is to test for it.  

Breathing radon can increase your risk of lung cancer. Radon is the number one cause of lung 
cancer among people who do not smoke. It is the second leading cause of lung cancer for people who 
do. The EPA estimates that radon causes more than 20,000 deaths from lung cancer each year in the 
U.S. If you smoke and your home has a high radon level, your risk of lung cancer can increase even 
more.  

For more information regarding radon, contact the HCN Division of Environmental Health. 
 
Matt Malimanek 
Tribal Air Quality Specialist 
715-284-9851 Ext. 35054 
 

 
 
The HCN Division of Environmental Health uses Radon Test-Kits, like the one pictured, to test Tribal Member’s Homes 
 

 

 

Rezoning in the Wazee South 
Subdivision
Ho-Chunk Nation Division of 
Planning & Development
January 19, 2026

Ho-Chunk Nation Tribal Office 
Building
W9814 Airport Road
Black River Falls, WI 54615
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE



PAGE 8 	 ANNOUNCEMENTS	 Hu\c wiconi\ na\ wira 9, 2026



	 NEWS / ANNOUNCEMENTS / HEALTH	 PAGE 9	January 9, 2026

What new hemp and cannabis 
regulations can mean for Indian Country
By Omar Waheed
Reprint from Madison365

Changes to hemp definitions under the Nov. 2025 
Federal Spending Bill and President Trump’s push 
to reschedule cannabis will impact the scattered 
industry, but for Tribal Nations, their sovereign 
determination presents a unique opportunity to 
create legitimate enterprises.

Two large changes to how hemp and cannabis 
are classified have large potential to change 
the cannabis industry. Rob Pero, founder of the 
Indigenous Cannabis Industry Association (ICIA) 
and owner of Wisconsin’s first Indigenous-owned 
hemp farm and THC beverage company, looks 
towards how these changes impact his own 
business, advocacy and efforts in the cannabis 
industry throughout Indian Country.

“The ban basically closes the loophole,” Pero said. 
“The clock is ticking on what that looks like, but I 
think there’s still a lot of defining and massaging to 
this language that has to happen from all sectors.”

In November, the Federal Spending Bill had 
a provision to change the legal definition of 
hemp. The change effectively bans products like 
Delta-8 and THCA through its limit of total THC 
concentration of no more than 0.3% on a dry weight 
basis — or a limit of 0.4 milligrams of total THC 
per container in a final hemp-derived product.

Cannabis dispensaries operated in a legal loophole 
prior to this classification, as no formal laws for 
hemp-derived products existed. Changes to hemp 
definitions now close that loophole with a one-year 
transition period. The new regulation will be in full 
effect in November 2026.

Over a month later, President Trump signed an 
executive order to expedite the reclassification of 
cannabis. It directed Attorney General Pam Bondi to 
hasten the process of loosening federal restrictions 
without a timeline.

The order aims to increase research on its medical 
use without legalization. Trump’s plan for the 
executive order is to make it easier to conduct 
cannabis-related medical research to study benefits, 
dangers and potential treatments, CNN reported. 

The combination of changes with hemp definition 
and push for schedule reclassification presents 

opportunities for Tribes, but how they react will take 
time, Pero said.

“There is a lot for Tribes to digest in this 
announcement, and Tribal Nations will continue to 
determine what is in the best interest of their own 
communities, as they always have. Rescheduling 
cannabis to Schedule III is a commonsense step 
toward progress that acknowledges its medical 
value and supports expanded research, but it 
does not change the responsibility of Tribes to 
govern thoughtfully and on their own terms,” Pero 
said. “Indian Country will continue to lead with 
sovereignty, community well-being, and long-term 
impacts at the center of these decisions.”

To advance efforts, ICIA has partnered with the 
National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) to 
strengthen the policy framework in Indian Country. 

Indian Country has passed two joint resolutions to 
express ICIA’s and NCAI’s positions on policy for 
how it impacts Tribes.

The first resolution calls on Congress and the 
Trump Administration to support Tribal cannabis 
sovereignty and intertribal trade. The second calls 
for supporting safe regulation of hemp-derived 
cannabinoids in Indian Country and protecting 
USDA-approved Tribal hemp programs.

Regulations can create safer cannabis and 
strengthen the industry

Announcements posit a potential net benefit in 
regulation in Pero’s eyes. The options he believes 
are common-sense reform to create a safe, legal 
market or risk an unsafe black market. Pero points 
to the current beverage market as an example.

“There’s a lot of talk about the beverage aspect of 
the industry being protected somehow, if these low-
dose THC beverages should be at grocery stores or 
in a dispensary. Dispensaries are off-putting,” Pero 
said. 

Talks have circled around treating low-dose THC 
drinks like a light beer, he said. As it stands, the 
broad availability of THCA products like drinks, 
gummies and flower in readily accessible places like 
gas stations is a result of poor regulation, Pero said. 

“You shouldn’t be able to go to a gas station and 
have a 17-year-old tell you that it’s okay to buy 26% 
THCA,” Pero said. 

The Federal Spending Bill and its November 
2026 implementation deadline would alleviate some 
of the poor regulations that allows high dosage 
products to make their way into gas stations.

As it relates to joint resolutions between ICIA 
and NCAI — specifically the portion on intertribal 
trade — Pero hopes to see changes that allow state 
partnerships.

The current state of cannabis and hemp regulation 
makes no room for production or retail-based 
partnerships across states. Cannabis industries are 
limited to per-state domestic operations due to a 
lack of federal regulation and interstate commerce 
bans preventing the transportation of goods across 
state lines.

There is no trade between state lines currently 
allowed. Tribes, despite their sovereignty on their 
own lands, cannot leverage their independence to 
create industrial hemp and cannabis partnerships 
due to the need for interstate use.

Intertribal trade would, ideally, help bolster 
a larger Indigenous industry in cannabis if the 
resolution does gain support from Congress and the 
Trump Administration.

 

 Milwaukee County Executive David 
Crowley (left) with Rob Pero, founder of the 
Indigenous Cannabis Industry Association 
and co-founder of the Indigenous Business 
Group (Photo by Omar Waheed)

but it does not replace the 
responsibility of Tribal 
governments to regulate 
cannabis on their own 
terms. He emphasized that 
the moment could either 
strengthen or undermine 
Tribal sovereignty, 
depending on how future 
policy reforms unfold.

“For Tribal Nations, 
rescheduling could be a 
useful tool, or a wedge, for 
asserting sovereignty and 
building legitimate cannabis-

related enterprises,” Pero 
said. “But only if Tribes and 
their advocates are strategic, 
organized, and vigilant.”

ICIA leaders stress 
that each Tribal Nation 
will continue to decide 
whether and how cannabis 
fits into its community, 
culture, and economic 
goals. While federal policy 
may be shifting, they 
say, sovereignty and self-
determination remain at the 
center of decision-making in 
Indian Country.

Continued from Page 1
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Community members gathered for 
the evening to acknowledge those 
contributions and support the museum’s 
ongoing work. Catering for the event 
was provided by Wild Bearies, with 
lighting and sound by MC Whitehorse 
Productions. Photography was provided 
by Leticia Casarez. A raffle featuring 
donated items from Ho-Chunk artists 
was also held during the gala.

The event raised more than $8,000, 
which will support programming and 
operations at the Ho-Chunk Nation 
Museum and Cultural Center.

Organizers said the inaugural awards 
ceremony is intended to become an 
ongoing way to recognize Ho-Chunk 
community members whose long-term 
commitment continues to strengthen the 
Nation’s cultural foundation.

“I want to say that we appreciate 
everything that you do, who you are, 
and the environment and lives of people 
that you touch around you,” President 
Jon Greendeer said. “This event, if you 
look around, is done by all Ho-Chunk 
providers. We have always wanted 
something as our very own, and thanks to 
the work you have done, we have it.”

Continued from Page 1
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Please reach out to Rachel Montana or Lyndsey Killian to sign up.

Rachel Montana                                      Lyndsey Killian
715-284-9851 ext. 35039                       715-284-9851 ext. 35068
rachel.montana@ho-chunk.com             lyndsey.killian@ho-chunk.com

January 15th- Prevent and Reverse Diabetes         
January 22nd- The Power of the Plate                    
January 29th- The Magic 8 Indigenous Foods 

                       

11/20/25 KB

Thursdays:  January - February 2026
11:00 Am - 12:15 pm via webex

(9 AM PST/ 10 AM MST/ 11 AM CST / 12 PM EST)

NATIVE FOOD FOR LIFE ONLINE

February 12th- Meet the Power Plate! 
February 19th- A Tale of Two Sisters
February 26th- Putting It All Together

                       
(Optional) March 12th - Virtual Potluck: plant-based recipes

                       

A 7-WEEK “PLANT-BASED” PROGRAM WITH A FOCUS ON INDIGENOUS
FOODS FOR NATIVES TO HELP PREVENT AND MANAGE DIABETES. 

Past Participants said: “I lost weight”, “lowers blood sugars”, “better
digestion”, “more energy”, “feeling better about food choices”, 

“good recipes” and “I feel fuller longer”. 
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District 4 Area Meeting Notice  

 
 

IN PERSON / VIRTUAL DISTRICT 4 AREA MEETING 
Chicago Branch Office  

4738 N. Milwaukee Ave. Chicago, IL 60630 
Monday, January 12  2026 

6:00pm CST 
 

VIRTUAL DISTRICT 4 AREA MEETING 
Available via WebEx 

Wednesday, January 14 2026 
6:00pm PST 

 
 
 
 
 

 
12/29/2025 - updated 

 
 

For WebEx information please contact: 
 Rep. David Greendeer             david.greendeer@ho-chunk.com    (715)-896-9192 
 Rep. Edward Mullen                 edward.mullen@ho-chunk.com      (715)-896-9180  
 Rep. Sandra Whitewing           sandra.whitewing@ho-chunk.com  (715)-896-9183 
           Aide: Jennifer Adams               jennifer.adams@ho-chunk.com      (715)-284-9343x11284 

               D4@ho-chunk.com  

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

                        

ELECTION BOARD MEMBERS DISTRICT CITY TERMS  Position 
Devin Funmaker 1 Black River Falls Jan. 2024 - Dec. 2026 Delegate 
Crystal Pettibone 1 Black River Falls Jan. 2024  -Dec. 2026 Alternate 
Patrick Red Eagle 1 Minneapolis/St. Paul Jan. 2024 - Dec. 2026 Delegate 
Victoria Fox 1 Minneapolis/St. Paul Jan. 2024 - Dec. 2026 Alternate 
Myra Price 2 Tomah Jan. 2026 - Dec. 2028 Delegate 
Deanna Mitch 2 Tomah Jan. 2026 –Dec. 2028 Alternate 
Marsha Smith 2 Lacrosse Jan. 2026 - Dec. 2028 Delegate 
Ethel Funmaker 2 Lacrosse Jan. 2026 - Dec. 2028 Alternate 
Wetha Montelongo 2 Baraboo/Wis. Dells Jan. 2026 - Dec. 2028 Delegate 
Barbara Funmaker 2 Baraboo/Wis. Dells Jan. 2026 - Dec. 2028 Alternate 
Cher Laubmeier 3 Madison Jan. 2024 - Dec. 2026 Delegate 
Lance Anwash 3 Madison Jan. 2024 - Dec. 2026 Alternate 
Alexandria Lange 3 Milwaukee Jan. 2024 - Dec. 2026 Delegate 
Hazel Guerrero 3 Milwaukee Jan. 2024 - Dec. 2026 Alternate 
Mary Lopez 3 Green Bay Jan. 2024 - Dec. 2026 Delegate 
Dave Radtke 3 Green Bay Jan. 2024 - Dec. 2026 Alternate 
Danee Walker 3 Wittenberg Jan. 2024 - Dec. 2026 Delegate 
Alana Hansen 3 Wittenberg Jan. 2024 - Dec. 2026 Alternate 
Greg Smith 3 Wisconsin Rapids Jan. 2024 - Dec. 2026 Delegate 
Melanie Kasun 3 Wisconsin Rapids Jan. 2024 - Dec. 2026 Alternate 
Joann Maney 4 Chicago Jan. 2024 - Dec. 2026 Delegate 
Ron Perry 4 Chicago Jan. 2024 - Dec. 2026 Alternate 

 

  

HHoo--CChhuunnkk  NNaattiioonn  EElleeccttiioonn  BBooaarrdd  

  

WWeebbEExx//EElleeccttiioonn  BBooaarrdd  MMeeeettiinngg  

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  77,,  22002266  

Election Board Meeting - 9:00 AM 

Ho-Chunk Gaming, Wisconsin Dells, WI  

The public will be allowed to observe in person or through WebEx 
Post 1/6/2026 
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HO-CHUNK NATION 
LEGISLATURE

REGULAR MEETING
EXECUTIVE OFFICES

BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI
DECEMBER 23, 2025

Call to Order: President Jon 
Greendeer called the meeting 
to order at 10:01 a.m.

Roll Call:
President Jon Greendeer-P
Vice President Lambert Cleveland, Jr.-P
Rep. Phyllis Smoke-P
Rep. Tracy Thundercloud-P
Rep. Paul Fox-P
Rep. Damian Thundercloud-P
Rep. Stephanie Begay-P
Rep. Kyle White Eagle-P
Rep. Shelby Visintin-VC
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-White Eagle-P
Rep. Edward Mullen-VC
Rep. David Greendeer-VC
Rep. Sandra Whitewing-VC

VC-Video Conference

Determination of Quorum: 
Quorum is established at 
10:02 a.m.

Opening Prayer: Rep. Paul 
Fox offered a word of prayer.

Approval of Agenda:

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to approve the agenda 
with ADDING under New 
Business I. NATOW Winter 
Gala and STRIKING under 
New Business I. Resolution-
Rescission of Resolution 
10-07-25 U Regarding the 
Authorization for the Limited 
Sale of Ho-Chunk Nation Land 
in Lynwood, Illinois. Second 
by Rep. Phyllis Smoke.12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Approval of Previous 
Meeting Minutes:

Legislative Meeting-
December 9, 2025

MOTION by Rep. 
Stephanie Begay to approve 
the December 9, 2025 
Legislative Meeting minutes 
with corrections. Second by 
Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Commission Reports: 

Gaming Commission Report

The Gaming Commission was 
virtually present. A written 
report was received. 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to accept the Gaming 
Commission report. Second 
by Rep. Paul Fox. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Government Administration 
Commission-December 11, 
2025

MOTION by Rep. 
Stephanie Begay to approve 
the December 11, 2025 
Government Administration 
Commission Meeting minutes 
with corrections. Second by 
Rep. Damian Thundercloud. 
12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED. 

Housing Commission-
December 18, 2025

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
approve the December 18, 
2025 Housing Commission 
Meeting minutes with 
corrections. Second by Rep. 
Phyllis Smoke. 11-0-1(Rep. 
Stephanie Begay) MOTION 
CARRIED.  

Unfinished Business: 

R e s o l u t i o n - A p p r o v a l 
of Memorandum of 
Understanding with First 
Nations Community 
Financial

Legislative Counsel stated that 
First Nations has had MOU’s 
with the Nation overtime. 
Cedar Growth’s name change 
has not been fully processed 
through the IRS. This MOU 
reserves the right to the 
renaming of First Nations to 
Cedar Growth. 

Becky Albert-Breed, 
Executive Director of Cedar 
Growth, is virtually present, 
and briefly overviewed the 
MOU. Mrs. Albert-Breed 
mentioned that Cedar Growth 
is able to administer the 
Heating Assistance program 
for the Nation. 

MOTION by Rep. 
Stephanie Begay to adopt 
Resolution 12-23-25 A, 
Approval of Memorandum 
of Understanding with First 
Nations Community Financial. 
Second by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Letter to Kijire Nagu Board

MOTION by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud to authorize 
Vice President signature on 
the letter and the letter to 
be mailed to Kijire Nague. 
Second by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

New Business:

Presentation: Solar 
Investment Opportunity 
District One Community 
Center

Energy Management Manager 
Adam Meinerz overviewed 
his presentation with the 
Legislature. The Nation 
received a grant totaling 
$100,000 for solar panels. 
$589,000 is being requested 
for the solar panel project 
at the District 1 Community 
Center.

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke for Legislative Legal to 
prepare a resolution to be ready 
for after executive session 
today for a compact deduct 
for the $589,000 for the Solar 
Investment for the District One 
Community Center. Second by 
Rep. Paul Fox. 8-2(Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle, Rep. 
Tracy Thundercloud)-2(Vice 
President Lambert Cleveland, 
Jr., Rep. Shelby Visintin) 
MOTION CARRIED.

Rep. David Greendeer would 
like the following information 
regarding this project: the 
roof condition and the life of 
the roof, who is going to own 
the whole solar system (if it’s 
a D1 specific, is the District 
going to receive the grant?), 
if this will be a Nation asset, 
annual savings, the financial 

model to understand what 
this investment would be, 
the return on investment, 
maintenance, and operations.

Resolution-Rescission and 
Restatement of Resolution 
05-06-25 D, Approval 
of Classification and 
Compensation Plan

The Executive Director of 
Personnel is present, and 
stated that the Department 
of Personnel has studied the 
cost-of-living index specific 
to the Janesville-Beloit-
Rockford metropolitan area 
and has found; its relative 
price levels for consumer 
goods and services compared 
to national average in 
housing, utilities, groceries, 
transportation, and healthcare 
and miscellaneous goods and 
services is comparable to those 
geographic metro locations 
listed in HCN Resolution 05-
06-25D. 

It is the Department of 
Personnel’s recommendation 
to rescind and restate HCN 
Resolution 05-06-25D and 
include the Janesville-Beloit-
Rockford metro area into 
the Ho-Chunk Nation Metro 
Wage Scale Pay Guide.

MOTION by Rep. Shelby 
Visintin to adopt Resolution 
12-23-25 B, Rescission and 
Restatement of Resolution 
05-06-25 D, Approval 
of Classification and 
Compensation Plan. Second 
by Rep. Sarah Lemieux-White 
Eagle. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

R e s o l u t i o n - A d o p t i o n 
of Amendments to the 
Employment Relations Act (6 
HCC § 5)

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to adopt Resolution 
12-23-25 C, Adoption 
of Amendments to the 
Employment Relations Act 
(6 HCC § 5). Second by Rep. 
Paul Fox. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Resolution-Authorization of 
Paid Administrative Leave 
for Mending Broken Hearts 
Workshop

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to adopt Resolution 
12-23-25 D, Authorization of 
Paid Administrative Leave 
for Mending Broken Hearts 
Workshop. Second by Rep. 
Stephanie Begay. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Authorization 
to Enter into Emergency 
Services Agreement with the 
City of Wisconsin Rapids for 
Ambulance Services to Ho-
Chunk Gaming Nekoosa

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
adopt Resolution 12-23-25 
E, Authorization to Enter 
into Emergency Services 
Agreement with the City 
of Wisconsin Rapids for 
Ambulance Services to Ho-
Chunk Gaming Nekoosa. 
Second by Vice President 
Lambert Cleveland, Jr. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Twin Cities Elder Vehicle 
(July 17, 2025 Twin Cities 
Area Meeting Motion)

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to refer the Twin Cities 
Elder Vehicle to the Finance 
Commission. Second by Rep. 
Paul Fox. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

Mąąnįkisak Event D2 
Funding Request

EMEREGENCY MOTION 
by Rep. Kyle White Eagle 
to approve the Ma\a\ni\kisak 
event budget in the amount of 
$5,025 from D2 Community 
Improvement, payable to 
Andrea McCaskey. Second by 
Rep. Damian Thundercloud. 
12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED. 

NATOW Winter Gala

The NATOW Winter Gala 
will be held at Potawatomi in 
Milwaukee January 30, 2025.
MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to approve funding for 
the NATOW in the amount 
of $585 payable to NATOW 
with funding coming from 
Charitable Contributions. 
Second by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

NOTED FOR THE RECORD: 
This item was addressed at the 
Legislative Meeting, as there 
is not a Finance Commission 
before the Gala.

District Meetings:

D1 Nįįoxawanį – December 
10, 2025

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to refer to Legislature 
and Office of the President 
the MOTION by Kelly Jo 
Funmaker to have title to 
be used in public forums/
meetings instead of individual 
names. Second by Rep. 
Paul Fox. 11-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. Rep. Kyle White 
Eagle out of the room. 

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to refer to Office of 
the President, Department 
of Administration and 
Department of Labor, Safety 
Division, the MOTION by 
Dawson McAndrew to have 
armed security guards for all 
facilities with training. Second 
by Rep. Paul Fox. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. Rep. 
Kyle White Eagle out of the 
room. 

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to refer to Office of the 
President and Department of 
Administration the MOTION 
by Darcy Funmaker to have 
the back doors of TOB locked. 
Second by Rep. Paul Fox. 11-
0-0 MOTION CARRIED. 
Rep. Kyle White Eagle out of 
the room. 

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to refer to Office 
of the President, Division 
of Veterans Affairs and 
Department of Heritage 
Preservation the MOTION by 
Dawson McAndrew to place 
the Legion building back 
under Division of Veterans 
Affairs Office. Second by Rep. 
Paul Fox. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

D1 Mąąnįco Horuzra – 
December 18, 2025

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox to 
refer to Twelve Clans, Inc. the 
MOTION by Libby Fairchild 

to have Twelve Clans, Inc. 
hold the annual shareholder 
meeting in the morning of 
General Council Meeting. 
Second by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

D2 Hįnųkwas– December 15, 
2025

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to refer to Legislative 
Legal to draft a resolution for 
next session the MOTION 
by Adam Kruse to reappoint 
Marsha Smith as Election 
Board delegate for La Crosse. 
Second by Rep. Kyle White 
Eagle. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to refer to Legislative 
Legal to draft a resolution for 
next session the MOTION by 
Tracy Littlejohn to reappoint 
Ethel Funmaker as Election 
Board alternate for La Crosse. 
Second by Rep. Kyle White 
Eagle. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to refer to the Cannabis 
Workgroup the MOTION 
by Tracy Littlejohn for the 
Ho-Chunk Nation to be 
prepared to start business 
regarding cannabis within 
60 days after rescheduling or 
legalization. Second by Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to refer to HHCDA 
and Legislative Legal the 
MOTION by Marsha Smith 
to reject the 11/20/25 meeting 
minutes due to lack of quorum 
on voting. Second by Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

It was mentioned that the 
11/20/25 meeting minutes are 
the 11/20/25 HHCDA Board 
of Commissioners meeting 
minutes. 

D2 Hoxaįkeja/Hoguceja/
Nįžhakisųc – December 17, 
2025

MOTION by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud to refer to 
Department of Housing 
the MOTION by Robert 
Funmaker, Jr. to include the 
Housing Board of Directors in 
the selection process for Down 
Payment Assistance and 
Existing Mortgage Assistance. 
Second by Rep. Kyle White 
Eagle. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud to refer to 
HHCDA and the HHCDA 
Board of Commissioners 
the MOTION by Robert 
Funmaker, Jr. for all HHCDA 
Board of Commissioners 
meetings to be accessible to 
all tribal members in-person 
and virtually. Second by Rep. 
Kyle White Eagle. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud to refer to 
HHCDA and the HHCDA 
Board of Commissioners 
the MOTION by Barb 
Funmaker for all HHCDA 
Board of Commissioners 
meeting minutes to be posted 
to the Worak and sent to the 
HCN Legislature within five 
Continued on Page 14
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business days of meeting. 
Second by Rep. Kyle White 
Eagle. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

MOTION by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud to refer to the 
Finance Commission the 
MOTION by Elena Terry to 
support Courage Cleveland’s 
proposal totaling $131,110. 
Second by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

MOTION by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud to refer 
to Legislature and the 
Insurance Division, the 
MOTION by Elena Terry for 
HCN Legislature to active 
the existing Health Care 
Reform/Improvement Act 
and Affordable Care Act 
Workgroup. Second by Rep. 
Kyle White Eagle. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

MOTION by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud to refer to 
the Finance Commission 
the MOTION by Courage 
Cleveland to support the 
motion made at Tomah Area 
Meeting for the donation 
of $10,000 to Wild Bearies. 
Second by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

D2 Ho’ųnį Xųnųnįk – 
December 16, 2025

MOTION by Rep. Kyle 
White Eagle to refer to 
HHCDA and the HHCDA 
Board of Commissioners the 
MOTION by Hilary Green 
for all HHCDA Board of 
Commissioners meetings 
to be accessible to all tribal 
members in-person and 
virtually. Second by Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

MOTION by Rep. Kyle White 
Eagle to refer to HHCDA 
and the HHCDA Board of 
Commissioners the MOTION 
by Hilary Green for all HHCDA 
Board of Commissioners 
meeting minutes to be posted 
to the Worak and sent to the 
HCN Legislature within five 
business days of meetings. 
Second by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Kyle 
White Eagle to refer to TAU 
and the Labor Department, 
Safety Division the MOTION 
by Marie Lewis for all HCN 
Tribal Aging Unit buildings 
to have Automated External 
Defibrillators on-site. Second 
by Rep. Damian Thundercloud. 
12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Kyle 
White Eagle to refer to Office 
of General Council and 
Legislative Legal and Attorney 
General for legal opinion, the 
MOTION by Deana Mitch to 
re-establish General Council 
Agency to be in line with the 
HCN Constitution. Second by 
Rep. Damian Thundercloud. 
12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Kyle 
White Eagle to refer to the 
Finance Commission the 
MOTION by Deana Mitch 
to donate $10,000 to Wild 
Bearies. Second by Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

READ FOR THE RECORD:

MOTION by Andrea 
McCaskey request funding for 
the Mąąnįkisak Event in the 
amount of $5,025. 

MOTION by Rep. Kyle White 
Eagle to refer to the Finance 
Commission the MOTION 
by Steve Eades for a $1,500 
donation to Ahucho Head Start 
Parent Committee. Second by 
Rep. Damian Thundercloud. 
12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

READ FOR THE RECORD:

MOTION by Hilary Green 
for JOM/Title VI funding 
request to be allocated on an 
emergency basis. 

MOTION by Rep. Kyle 
White Eagle to refer to 
Language Division and 
Heritage Preservation the 
MOTION by Deana Mitch for 
HCN Language Division to 
do a presentation on the state 
of language. Second by Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

D3 Pac cinąk – December 15, 
2025

No motions.

D3 Tee hoikšek – December 
16, 2025

No motions.

D3 Tejop – December 17, 
2025

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
refer to Twelve Clans, Inc. 
the MOTION by Muriel 
Whiteagle-Lee that a member 
from 12 Clans attend the 
next Madison Area Meeting. 
Second by Vice President 
Lambert Cleveland, Jr. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud is out 
of the room.

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to refer 
to I.T. and Department of 
Administration the MOTION 
by Chelsea Thompson to 
re-open the possibility for 
Ho-Chunk members to get 
Ho-Chunk emails to ensure 
Ho-Chunk members are able 
to send and receive emails 
to and from Branch Offices. 
Second by Vice President 
Lambert Cleveland, Jr. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to refer 
to next Legislative Meeting 
so the Legislature can get an 
update on the information 
the Treasurer spoke to today, 
the MOTION by Chelsea 
Thompson to request a cost 
analysis from the Department 
of Social Services Director. 
Cost Analysis should include 
the cost to overnight mail 
CPA payment to each of our 
placement homes for the 
remainder of this fiscal year 
as well as the cost to overnight 
mail each placement home 
CPA payment for the next 
fiscal year and that amount 
place in the 2026/2027 budget. 
In accordance with the results 
of the cost analysis, the Ho-
Chunk Nation Legislature 
approve a budget modification 
for those amounts to be 
placed in the budget for 

each appropriate year. This 
should have a completion 
date of January 8, 2027 so 
CPA payments can be mailed 
overnight. Our placement 
families and homes are a vital, 
cherished part of our great 
Nation. Payments should be 
dependable and timely as they 
provide for the necessities and 
care of our Ho-Chunk children 
in need. Second by Vice 
President Lambert Cleveland, 
Jr. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

Treasurer Twinn mentioned 
that the foster parents that 
are enrolled Tribal Members 
could be added to the payroll 
system for them to get their 
payment direct deposit. 

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
refer to the Children’s Code 
Workgroup the MOTION by 
Chelsea Thompson that the 
Children’s code get changed so 
that the checks get mailed on 
the first Friday of the month. 
Second by Vice President 
Lambert Cleveland, Jr. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

D3 Cexhaci – December 18, 
2025

No motions.

D4 Gųųšgonąk – December 
15, 2025

MOTION by Rep. Sandra 
Whitewing to refer to the 
Finance Commission the 
MOTION by Casey Brown 
for legislators to approve up 
to $2,000 for the Chicago 
Branch Office to receive a 
freezer for the community 
to have storage for venison 
that will be available to tribal 
members and the Chicago 
Native community. Second by 
Rep. Edward Mullen. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

D4 Virtual Meeting – 
December 17, 2025

MOTION by Rep. Sandra 
Whitewing to refer to Office of 
the President and Department 
of Treasury the MOTION by 
Victoria Stacy GoodThunder 
for any and all federal grants 
for the Ho-Chunk Nation 
follow the chain of command. 
Starting with the President by 
way of his CEO and each of 
the Executive Director of each 
program be aware of the 30 
day, 90 day and 120 day notice 
and to be examining each grant 
and red flag 10 days before 
notice due dates. Second by 
Rep. Edward Mullen. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

MOTION by Rep. Sandra 
Whitewing to refer to the 
Department of Justice and 
the Election Board the 
MOTION by Victoria Stacy 
GoodThunder for the Election 
Board to have meetings the 
third week of the month and 
to utilize Ho-Chunk Nation 
tribal buildings, community 
centers, casinos conventions 
room. Second by Rep. Edward 
Mullen. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

READ FOR THE RECORD:

MOTION by Victoria Stacy 
GoodThunder for Tribal 
Aging Affairs, all Ho-Chunk 
seniors to have a once a year 
in the month of May Monday 

to Monday meeting for eleders 
to partake in activities to visit 
Ho-Chunk Tribal Office, Ho-
Chunk Clinic, Black River 
Falls Records Departments, 
Tribal Court, Original 
Tallmadge Museum, Tours 
of Wittenberg, and the new 
build in Beloit. Transportation 
expenses to be covered by the 
Nation. 

MOTION by Rep. Sandra 
Whitewing to refer to the 
Department of Personnel, 
Department of Labor and the 
Government Administration 
Commission the MOTION 
by Reta Littlegeorge that 
personnel open up job 
descriptions for D4 tribal 
members with remote and 
LTE options. Second by Rep. 
David Greendeer. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Executive Session (Business 
Matters, Criminal Matters, 
I n t e r - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
Relations, Land, Law 
Enforcement, Legal Advice, 
Personnel Matters, Public 
Safety or Well-Being:

MOTION by Rep. Paul 
Fox to move to Executive 
Session for Business Matters, 
Criminal Matters, Inter-
governmental Relations, Land, 
Law Enforcement, Legal 
Advice, Personnel Matters, 
Public Safety or Well-Being. 
Second by Vice President 
Lambert Cleveland, Jr. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

The meeting moved to 
Executive Session at 11:20 
a.m.

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to return to Open Session. 
Second by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud.  12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

The meeting returned to Open 
Session at 12:51 p.m. 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to ratify all action taken 
in Executive Session. Second 
by Rep. Paul Fox. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. Rep. 

David Greendeer is not online. 

Amendment to the Agenda:

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to add under New 
Business J. National American 
Indian Housing Council 
(NAIHC) Legislative Summit 
& Gala. Second by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

National American Indian 
Housing Council (NAIHC) 
Legislative Summit & Gala

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to approve travel for 
any Legislator on the Housing 
Commission to attend the 
National American Indian 
Housing Council (NAIHC) 
Legislative Summit & Gala 
in Washington, D.C. from 
February 3-5, 2026. Second 
by Rep. Sarah Lemieux-
White Eagle. 11-0-1(Rep. 
Edward Mullen) MOTION 
CARRIED.

Resolution-Authorization 
to Deduct Amounts from 
Annual Gaming Compact 
Payment for Contribution 
Toward District 1 Community 
Center Solar Project

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to TABLE Resolution-
Authorization to Deduct 
Amounts from Annual 
Gaming Compact Payment 
for Contribution Toward 
District 1 Community Center 
Solar Project. Second by Rep. 
Paul Fox. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Adjournment: 

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to adjourn the Legislative 
Meeting to January 6, 2026 at 
the Tribal Office Building in 
Black River Falls, Wisconsin. 
Second by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

The Legislative Meeting 
adjourned at 12:55 p.m.

Continued from Page 13
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